Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Feb. 26

its supporting facilities in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti. These circumstances and the potential
for further deterioration of the security envi-
ronment in Haiti render the safety of the
U.S. Embassy, its facilities, and U.S. per-
sonnel uncertain.

On February 23, 2004, a security force of
approximately 55 U.S. military personnel
from the U.S. Joint Forces Command de-
ployed to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to augment
the Embassy security forces.

Although the U.S. forces are equipped for
combat, this movement was undertaken sole-
ly for the purpose of protecting American
citizens and property. It is anticipated that
U.S. forces will provide this support until
such time as it is determined that the security
situation has stabilized and the threat to the
Embassy, its facilities, and U.S. personnel has
ended.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress informed, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Message to the Congress Reporting a
Certification Regarding NATO
Invitees Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and
Slovenia

February 25, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with Condition (3) of the reso-
lution of advice and consent to the ratifica-
tion of the Protocols to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slo-
vakia, and Slovenia, adopted by the United
States Senate on May 8, 2003, and based on
the recommendation of the Department of
State, I hereby certify to the Congress that
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each of these governments is cooperating
fully with United States efforts to obtain the
fullest possible accounting of captured or
missing United States personnel from past
military conflicts or Cold War incidents, to
include:
(A) facilitating full access to relevant archi-
val material; and
(B) identifying individuals who may pos-
sess knowledge relative to captured or
missing United States personnel, and
encouraging such individuals to speak
with United States Government offi-
cials.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 25, 2004.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 26.

Message to the Senate Reporting a
Certification Regarding NATO
Invitees Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and
Slovenia

February 25, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

Consistent with Condition (1)(A) of the res-
olution of advice and consent to the ratifica-
tion of the Protocols to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slo-
vakia, and Slovenia, adopted by the United
States Senate on May 8, 2003, and based on
the recommendation of the Department of
State, I hereby certify to the Senate that:

(i) the inclusion of Bulgaria, Estonia, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and
Slovenia in NATO will not have the ef-
fect of increasing the overall percentage
share of the United States in the com-
mon budgets of NATO; and (ii) the in-
clusion of Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slo-
venia in NATO does not detract from
the ability of the United States to meet



